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FROM YOUR PASTOR

Thanks be to God!

I Thessalonians 5:18 says, “In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
The will of God is to give thanks to God in whatever circumstance we are facing. Well, I would like to give God
thanks as I think upon many of the blessed things.

I am thankful for you, my church family. Your servant spirit, giving heart, faithfulness, and determination
to grow in grace is such a blessing.

I am thankful for each of our staff members. Chuck is a great blessing as he leads our music, oversees eve-
rything media wise, impacts our children through music and drama, and invests in our college and career members
in SS. Kiley has taken our children’s ministry to new heights and they are being led toward Jesus through each em-
phasis of the children’s ministry. Ross has just completed his first year as Student Pastor and our youth are blessed
to have someone that is so focused on mentoring them toward a solid walk with Jesus in their daily life. David
Bowling has been a blessing serving in the Family Life Center with his unique ability to interact with adults but
also with youth who need a safe place to hang out and have fun. Susan is an invaluable member of our team that
represents our church to the highest level as the first voice or face that people outside our church will receive and is
second to none when it comes to overseeing the work of office administration.

I am thankful for each and every member that keeps the Great Commission at the forefront through your
giving and participation. Those emphasis presently include weekly outreach, OCC, MTN, Thanksgiving Meal Min-
istry, International Mission Offering, Panama Missions, Children’s Mission Day, and the Adult and Children’s
Cantata’s.

[ 'am thankful for our Trustee’s and Committee members. Presently the Personnel, Finance, and Nominating
Committee’s are working diligently. Our Trustees have just recently repaired and repainted the Fellowship Hall
and added much needed and beautiful exterior lighting. They are presently working on upgrading the lighting and
sound system in the auditorium and a remodel of the upstairs education wing that will enhance our Children’s Min-
istry.

I am thankful for the Lord’s faithfulness in His call on my life. On November 3, 1989, I stepped into the
pulpit for the first time as a pastor of one of His churches. I have experienced His faithfulness for thirty-four
straight years as a pastor.

I am so thankful for my wife who has walked with me and stood with me for over forty years in this calling
He has given to us. Her faith, prayers, and encouragement have been the key to everything good in our ministry
endeavors.

In closing, I am most certainly thankful for the Lord’s saving grace that I experienced as a twelve-year-old
boy. Thank-You Jesus!

Bro. Brad
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MUSIC AND MEDIA MINISTRY

“GIVE THANKS, WITH A GRATEFUL HEART...”

November is here, church family! Like I've said MULTIPLE times before, this is my favorite time of year! Fall has reached
its peak and Thanksgiving is on its way. | am excited to be around family, excited for the FOOD — pumpkin pie, turkey,
stuffing, green bean casserole....

I've clearly lost track....Oh yeah, Thanksgiving.

While being around my family is great and food is never a bad thing, my favorite part is giving thanks for all the wonderful
things in my life. We have so much to be thankful for as children of God — The Lord gave up His son to die on a cross for
us! It reminds me of Don Moen’s great hymn, Give Thanks:

Give thanks with a grateful heart.
Give thanks to the Holy One.
Give thanks because He's given
Jesus Christ, His Son.

Since this is a time to give thanks, | want to do just that: | am thankful for our Media Team — Tim Craigmyle, Meagan
Greenlee, Chanceny Perkins, and the many others I've grabbed at the last minute on a Sunday morning or evening! They
sacrifice their time to serve in the sound booth every Sunday, making sure our services run smoothly both in person and
online. | am thankful for the Choir and their willingness to come together to sing every week. | am grateful for their hard
work and dedication to learn new music, to sing “oldies-but-goodies,” and that they have a desire to worship our Lord
through praise! | am thankful for my church family and your desire to be THE CHURCH no matter what is going on in the
world; for your desire to reach the lost! And, | am thankful for the staff here at First Baptist. You’ve heard Bro. Brad say this
many times but we really do have the best ministerial staff in the state of Kentucky! | am grateful for their constant desire to
follow the path God has laid before them, and | look forward to seeing what God continues to do in their respective minis-
tries! This list could go on and on with thankfulness but | don’t want to take up the entire newsletter!

| hope that you take a moment this month and thank God for all the blessings He has shown and given this year so far. It’s
easy to look at the bad and think that there’s nothing to be thankful for. But, if we take a moment, be still, meditate on the
Lord, we will see an abundance of things that we can, “give thanks with a grateful heart,” for.

Soli Deo Gloria,

Bro. Chuck

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Inspiring Gratitude in Kids

I don’t believe discontentment and gratitude can coexist, so to foster gratitude we must first encourage contentment. Kids
and adults alike struggle with this concept at times. From entitlement to “keeping up with the Joneses”; all ages can suc-
cumb to the idea that more is more. So how can we focus more on what we are grateful for?

In part, service to others can be the antidote for a discontent and selfish heart. This season is the perfect time to discuss
with your family the things you are grateful for and how you can serve others instead of adding more items to the Christ-
mas list!:)

I’d like to offer two ways you can lead your family in having an attitude of gratitude this month. Saturday, November

18th will be a Thanks and Giving Children’s Mission Day from 10:00am-1:00pm. Kids and families will have the oppor-
tunity to serve others according to the way God has “wired” you. Be on the look-out for a sign-up with choices for either
indoor crafty activities or projects that will get you out in the community.

For the ladies of the church, you will have the opportunity to begin setting
your mind on things above as we enter the busy Christmas season. [ will
be leading an Advent Bible Study that will meet for the 5 weeks leading
to Christmas, beginning Tuesday, November 21st. Sign up at the wel-
come desk or see me for more details. Location will depend on interest,
but time will be 6:30pm.

It Is not Aa/apy people

My prayer is that we begin to turn our eyes upon Jesus as Thanksgiving
and Christmas are quickly approaching! We all know kids learn by what
they see so whether you are a parent, grandparent, or neighbor to a child,
pray about how you can shift the common attitude of needing more or
something different to one of gratitude or service. Happy Thanksgiving!

Peace and Joy,
Kiley

Qe give thanks i You, O God, we give thanks/

For Your wondrous works declare that Your name is near.
S Poalm 75:1

S~ \J\N\ Have a blessed Thanksgiving!
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