
 

 

FROM YOUR PASTOR  

“UNTO US A CHILD IS B ORN” 
 
As the year winds to a close and our hearts and minds turn toward the joy of Christmas, Isaiah ’s words feel 
newly alive: “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. ” What a tender reminder that God ’s greatest gift did 
not come wrapped in gold, but in swaddling clothes. Christmas is not just a season; it is a declaration that 
God has not abandoned the world, He has entered it.  
  
This verse carries both comfort and weight. “A child is born ” tells us Jesus fully entered our humanity; “a son 
is given ” reminds us He eternally existed as God ’s perfect gift. The cradle was always pointing to the cross. 
As Charles Spurgeon said, “Jesus is the gift that outshines all others, for He is God ’s gift of Himself.”  
  
In a world that feels hurried and heavy, let this truth warm your soul: God gave His Son not just to the world 
but to you. The Father did not loan Him, He gave Him. So, as you prepare for Christmas and prepare to  
finish the year well, pause and reflect on this miracle of grace. The greatest gift has already been given. 
Let ’s recognize what we unwrapped on the day of our salvation and be thankful.  
  
I would like to encourage you to consider giving a gift to our Lottie Moon International Mission Offering in 
honor of the one who gave the greatest gift. This gift will be received throughout the month of December. 
Every dollar you give will go to the direct support of our 3,600 Southern Baptist missionaries and their 
3,000 plus children. What a great way to celebrate Christmas!  
 
Blessings,  
Bro. Brad  

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  
 

Poinsettias will be available to purchase 
in memory or in honor of a loved one.  

Envelopes are next to the bulletins in the 
church hallways and may be placed in 

the offering plate. The cost is $20.  

SHOPPING DAY AT OWENTON MANOR  

Our Resident Shopping Day at the Owenton Manor will be Friday, 
December 12 th, at 9:00am. This is a day when residents are allowed 
to shop for members of their family free of charge. A group of 
women from the church will be there  to wrap their presents and 
write name tags to be placed on the gifts.  
 
In order for this day to be successful. We need donations of small 
gift items. All items should be new. Suggested items are large tins 
of popcorn, peanuts, boxes of candy, men ’s and women ’s gloves 
and socks, new inexpensive jewelry, after shave lotion, body sprays 
and lotion for women, Christmas ornaments, etc.  
 
A tub has been placed near the education wing desk for donations. 
If you are available to help that day, please let Susan Traylor know.  

LOTTIE MOON INTERNATIONAL 
MISSIONS OFFERING  

 

During the month of December we will  
receive this special offering that goes to 
the support of our over 3,500 Southern 
Baptist Missionaries serving all over the 

world. 
 

Please pray and give as the Lord leads!  

The First Family 
DECEMBER 2025  



IT ’S BEGINNING TO SOUND A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS ! 

Well, here we are in December — the month where  

calendars get crowded, cookies vanish mysteriously, 
and half of us forget where we put the gift wrap we just 
bought yesterday. But in the swirl of it all, I ’m grateful 
we get to pause as a church family and remember why 
we celebrate in the first place: Christ, our Savior, born 
for us.  

 

The angel ’s announcement in Luke didn ’t come with  

fine print or holiday stress attached. He said, “Don’t be 
afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. Today in the city of David a Savior 
was born for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord ” (Luke 2:10–
11, CSB). Good news. Great joy. Not just for shepherds on 
a hillside, but for all of us right here in Owenton, KY.  

 

This year, we have something extra special to help us 
celebrate that good news — our multigenerational 
Christmas Cantata, Hope Is Born . It’s not something we 
do every year, which makes it all the sweeter. Kids,  

students, and adults will stand shoulder to shoulder,  

lifting one voice in worship and declaring that the hope 
of the world has come. John reminds us, “The Word  

became flesh and dwelt among us …full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:14, CSB). That ’s the miracle we ’re singing 
about — God with us.  

 

To help us get ready, we ’ll have our second combined 
rehearsal on Sunday, December 7 at 4:30pm. If you ’re 
in the cantata, thank you for showing up, singing out, 
and occasionally pretending you know exactly which 
page we ’re on. Your preparation is ministry, and it  

matters.  

 

Then, on Sunday, December 14 during our 11:00am  

service, we ’ll present Hope Is Born . I truly believe it will 
bless our church family and shine the light of Christ in a 
busy season. It ’s a wonderful time to invite someone 
who could use a little hope — and let ’s be honest, that ’s 
most folks this time of year.  

 

As you move through December — wrapping gifts,  

juggling schedules, or trying to remember where you 
last saw your favorite ornament — may your heart rest 
in this simple truth: Hope isn ’t just a theme. Hope is a 
Person, and His name is Jesus.  

 

I’m grateful to celebrate this season with you, church 
family. Let ’s fix our eyes on Him and rejoice together 
that Hope is born.  

Soli Deo Gloria,  

Bro. Chuck  

MUSIC & MEDIA MINISTRY  CHILDREN ’S MINISTRY  

Dear Church Family,  
 
My heart is full this season when I think about how pre-
cious the simple moments of gathering around a table 
can be. In our hurried world, I want to gently encourage 
you: slow down. Sit together - parents, children, siblings 
- and share a meal. Play a game, ask about high points 
and low points of the day, laugh, linger. These times - 
though they may feel ordinary - are anything but.  They 
are holy ground where relationships deepen, trust blos-
soms, and hearts connect.  
 
Did you know that just 53% of U.S. parents with children 
under 18 say their family eats dinner together at home 
six or seven nights a week according to a Gallup poll? ;)  
Even when families do come together, many do not lin-
ger afterward or invite others in.  In other words, that 
table where we eat is more than a place for food - it’s a 
place for belonging, for extending welcome, and for 
making memories.  
 
As Christmas draws near, let us lean into this gift of 
time. What better way to plant roots than around the 
dinner table, where we model grace, hospitality, and 
love? In Luke 14, Jesus invites not just friends but the 
poor, the crippled, the lame - the outsiders - to dine with 
Him. We, too, are called this season to open our homes, 
and our hearts, just as Christ did.  
 
So as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, I pray that 
each family here at First Baptist will make every mo-
ment count - by slowing down, sharing a meal, sharing a 
game, and sharing the warmth of our table with one an-
other.  May the peace of Christ fill not only our stock-
ings, but our conversations, our laughter, and our very 
lives.  
 
Peace and joy,  
Kiley  
 

Hello Church Family!  
 
We are looking forward to our annual youth group 
Christmas party! This year we are doing something a 
little different. Our youth group will be sponsoring one 
boy and one girl in our community to buy gifts for them 
for Christmas. On Sunday, December 14th, we will leave 
directly after the late morning service (around 12:30) 
and will go shopping for these families.  
 
 After that, we will be taking the youth group to Top Golf. 
The cost of the shopping for the families is covered, but 
each student will need to bring about $20 to cover the 
cost of the golf and any food they may order.  
 
 Please let me know if your student will be attending so 
we can reserve bays at Top Golf and plan transporta-
tion. We are looking forward to celebrating Christmas 
with the youth while also giving back to the community!  
 
As usual, we have been meeting on Wednesday nights 
at 6:30 and have had a great crowd coming, including 
many new students. Please continue to pray for this 
ministry and our students. I am very proud of the way 
they represent Christ in the community.  
 
Thank you all for the blessing of being the youth pastor 
at Owenton FBC!  
 
Blessings,  
Ross  

STUDENT MINISTRY  



Jane Ayres  

Peggy and John Davis  

Patty and Larry Greene  

Linda and William McDanell  

Susan and Darryl Traylor  

Ruth and Naomi SS Class  

MEMORIALS IN REMEMBERANCE OF DONALD PERKINS  MEMORIALS IN REMEMBERANCE OF KAREN KARSNER

Donna McDonald  

Janice and Billy Riddle  

 1 
 
 

 

2 
 
 

3 

10:00a Manna in  
the Morning  

6:30p Mid -week  
Gatherings  

6:30p Choir  
Rehearsal  

4 
 
 

5  
 

 

6  

Silent Night:  
A Women ’s  
Gathering  

 
4:30pm  

 

7 

9:00 & 11:00a  
Morning Services  

10:00a Sunday  
School  

4:30p Combined  
Cantata Practice  

7:30p Deacon ’s 
Meeting  

8  9  
 

10 

10:00a Manna in  
the Morning  

5:30p – Children Pizza 
Pary  
 
6:30p – Nativity Escape 
Room  
 
6:30p Mid -week  
Gatherings  

6:30p Last Choir  

Rehearsal  

11 

 
 

12 

Owenton Manor  
Resident  

Shopping Day  
 

9:00am  

13 

Christmas  
Parade  

 
Meet @ Itron Lot  

4:45pm  

14 

9:00a Early Service  

10:00a Sunday  
School  

11:00a “Hope Is  
Born ” — Cantata  

12:00p– Youth 
Christmas Party  
 
5:30p Trustee ’s Mtg. 

 

6:30p :Evening Ser-
vice/Business Meet-

15 

 

16 

 

17 

10:00a Manna in  
the Morning  

6:30p Christmas  
Caroling @ Manor  

6:30p Mid -week  
Gatherings  

18 

 
 

19 20  
 

21 

9:00 & 11:00a  
Morning Services  

10:00a Sunday  
School  

NO EVENING  
SERVICE  

22  23  
 

24  

NO SERVICES or  
ACTIVITIES  

 

CHURCH OFFICES  
& FLC CLOSED  

25  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICES  
& FLC CLOSED  

26  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27  
 

28  

9:00 & 11:00a  
Morning Services — 
w/Dr. Daven Watkins  

10:00a Sunday  
School  

NO EVENING  
SERVICE  

29  30  31 

NO SERVICES or  
ACTIVITIES  

 

CHURCH OFFICES  
& FLC CLOSED  

1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICES  
& FLC CLOSED  

  

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  



12/1. 
Cara Allnutt  
Robert Cull, Sr.  

12/4 
Abby Osborne  
Kenneth Wooten  

12/6 
G. L. Shryock  
Sandra Stafford  

12/7 
Peggy Davis  
Carson Williams  
Rusty Williams  

12/8 
Ella Mills  

12/10 
Toby Bell  
Margaret Forsee  
Martha McGibney  
Adyson Perkins  

12/11 
Glyptus Grider -Jones  

12/12 
Aubrey Craigmyle  
Beverly Johns  
L C Lusby  

12/15 
Caroline Smith  

12/16 
Isabella Cammack  

12/17 
Vanessa Humphries  

12/18 
Brooke Kapfhammer  

12/19 
Scott Risch  

12/20 
Sidney Ford  
Ronnie Roberts  

12/22 
Janet Turner  

12/23 
Ben Bess  

12/24 
Kate Gaines Camera  
Anna Riddle  
Bella Sharp  

12/25 
Suzanne Bowling  

12/27 
Michelle Chitwood  
Matt Greenlee  
Tracy Hill  
Kyler Stephens  
Alaina Williams  

12/28 
Kristin Marsh  

12/29 
Michael Vannarsdall  
Gabrielle Welsh  

12/30 
Karen Wash  
 
 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF  

BRAD BANKS — LEAD  PASTOR  

CHUCK HARRIS — WORSHIP & MEDIA PAST OR  

ROSS FORD — STUDENT PASTOR  

KILEY BLAIR — DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN ’S MINISTRY  

DONETTE GAINES — MINISTRY ASSISTANT  

 
 
 

213 NORTH MAIN STREET 
OWENTON, KY 40359 
502-484-2430 
www.owentonfbc.com 

Return Service Requested 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS  

12/7: Early – Meleah Beatty  
 SS – Gail Forsee  
 Late – Kelsey Gognat  
 Evening — Libby Banks  

12/14: Early – Meleah Beatty  
 SS – Rae Gina Beatty  
 Late – Kelsey Gognat  
 Evening – Meleah Beatty  

12/21: Early – Meleah Beatty  
 SS – Lisa McBurney  
 Late – Tonya & Brad Jones  

12/28: Early – Meleah Beatty  
 SS – Andi Fitzgerald   
 Late – Lucas &Jenna Shelton  

CHILDREN ’S CHURCH  

12/7: Lindsay Smith  

12/14:  NO CHILDREN ’S CHURCH  

12/21: NO CHILDREN ’S CHURCH  

12/28: Tonya Jones  

CHILDREN ’S MINISTRY  


